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20th December 2013 Prometheus 


Good morning, 


I wish in this article to approach the myth of Prometheus in an alchemical interpretation. 


WOOO 


"Hera and Prometheus" - Interior of cup from Douris, 
Beginning of the 5th century BC. - National Library of France - Paris 


Here is a Summary of the Prometheus myth: 


Prometheus belongs to the sacred family of the Titans which forms the first divine race. Prometheus is the son 
of the Titan Japet and the oceanid Clymene. His brothers are Atlas and Epimetheus. 
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Prometheus wanders sadly on earth when, according to Greek mythology, he has the idea of mixing clay and 
rainwater to form the first Man. Athena (Roman Minerva) breathes a soul into this lifeless form. The heart of 
this "clay man" begins to beat and the arms and legs begin to move. 

But for a long time man did not know how to do anything, neither cut wood, nor build houses, nor understand 
anything about nature. 

Prometheus then descends among men and teaches them to read, count, build houses and understand nature. 
He taught men many arts, including agriculture and medicine. 

Zeus , the God of Gods (Roman Jupiter) from the top of Olympus who observes any reproach to Prometheus for 
not having taught men enough to venerate the Gods, to offer them sacrifices and to adore them. 

Prometheus who wishes to protect his creation then uses a stratagem. He kills a bull, hides the pulpit in the 
animal's leather. He makes another pile with the bones which he covers with fat. Zeus, who smells the delicious 
smell of sacrifice, descends to Earth. Prometheus then said to Zeus: "O great Zeus, choose the part you prefer. 
The one you have chosen will be the one mortals will continue to sacrifice to you." 

Zeus chose the fat portion and also got the bare bones. Since that day, men have offered the fat and the bones 
to the Gods and kept the flesh of the animal for themselves. 

Zeus, furious, wants to punish this brazen act and withdraws the mastery of fire from men so that if they have 
to eat the best part, the flesh, he eats it raw from now on. Thus men lose the fire, essential for their work and 
for life. 

Prometheus, who does not want to abandon men, goes to Olympus to steal the fire that was shining in Zeus' 
chimney. Another version says that Prometheus goes to the island of Lemnos where the forges of Hephaestus 
are and steals a parcel of fire there. A third version claims that he went to steal the fire from the wheel of 
Helios, the Greek God of the Sun. 

Still, Prometheus brings fire to men in the hollow of a stick, and some time later the smell of cooked dishes and 
grilled meats rose again. 


This time, Zeus' revenge is terrible. He summons Hephaestus (Roman Vulcan) and orders a statue of a very 
beautiful woman from him. 

Hephaestus then creates a statue of great beauty. Athena gives a resplendent garment; The goddess Aphrodite 
transmits an airy grace to him, and Hermes offers him speech and a splendid voice. 

After which Zeus sends Pandora as a present to Epimetheus, the brother of Prometheus. This one fearing the 
wrath of the God of Olympus warned his brother not to accept any gift. But the naive Epimetheus seduces with 
her beauty, welcomes Pandora and takes her as his wife. Pandora came with a large vase in her hands (which is 
often called a box) Epimetheus, curious to know what the gods had sent to him, asked him to open this vase. 
Pandora lifts the lid and pulls out all the wounds of humanity: suffering, old age, disease, misery, distress and 
madness. Epimetheus quickly closes the box but too late. Only the hope that Jupiter had slipped into the vase, 
smothered by illness and distress, could not fully come out and remained largely in the background. 


Zeus also takes down his anger on Prometheus. He sends Hephaestus and his helpers to take him prisoner. 
Prometheus is chained with indestructible bonds on one of the peaks of the Caucasus. Prometheus is then 
suspended between heaven and earth, between mist and abyss, but he in no way begs Zeus. The god of 
Olympus then decides to send an eagle which devours our hero's liver every day. During the night, according to 
the spell that Zeus cast, the liver grows back and the next day the torture begins again. 

Finally, after thirty years of suffering, Prometheus is, with the permission of Zeus, delivered by Heracles who 
kills the eagle with an arrow and breaks his chains. 


Prometheus can only acquire divine immortality if an immortal agrees to exchange his destiny for his. Later, the 
centaur Chiron who had been wounded by a poisoned arrow from Heracles offers him, in order to put an end to 
his sufferings, to descend into hell in his place. Prometheus accepts the exchange, validated by Zeus and 
definitively takes place in Olympus. 
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Piero di Cosimo - “Story of Prometheus" - 1515 1520 
Oil on wood - Museum of Fine Arts - Strasbourg 


Let's look at the table above: 


1. On the left Prometheus with a lighted torch gives life to a statue which represents the man. 

2. In the background sky Prometheus steals fire from the chariot of Helios, the god who raises the Sun daily to 
the firmament. 

3. In the center of the painting, Pandora and Epimetheus. 

4. On the right Prometheus who is tied to a tree. Above, the eagle sent by Zeus to devour his liver. 


Through the prism of the "Illustrious Way" of alchemy, I will try to examine these four points of the Greek myth. 
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[http://1 .bp.blogspot.com/-mzsYvJ38IN20/Uv-9urd- 
B7I/AAAAAAAAHVc/og43bWFNK8U/s1600/Cr%C3%AVYation+de+!1%27homme-+par+Prom%C3%AIth%C3%AVE+- 
+Ath%C3%AQ9na+se-+tient+ %C3%A0+gauche+-++Bas-relief+en+marbre+-+ltalie+ +llle+si%C3%A8cle+-+Mus%C3%A9e+du+Louvre+- 


+Paris.jpg] 
"Creation of man by Prometheus" (Athena stands on the left) 
Marble bas-relief - Italy 3rd century - Louvre Museum - Paris 
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[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-Bwv_L4nkMjc/Uv-9-8IZNPI/AAAAAAAAHVk/ihdhkKaZho4/s1 600/Gregorius+Anglus+Sallwigt++- 
++Opus+mago-cabalisticum+-+L%27Antropos+avect+les+quatre+%C3%AII%C3%AIMents+-+Francfort+-+1 7 19.jpeg] 
Gregorius Anglus Sallwigt - "The Anthropos, with the four elements" 
Opus mago-cabalisticum - Frankfurt - 1719 


For Gregorius Anglus Sallwigt on the last day of creation (Cf Genesis) "The wisest of creators not only achieved a 
masterpiece by creating man, his last creature, but he also concentrated in the latter the beginning and the end, 
that is to say, he put and gathered the whole universe in this one circle." 

According to this 17th century German alchemist author, elementary creation consists of fire and water, light 
and darkness. These last two come from the splitting of the sky, and only man possesses the celestial element 
in its purest form. This is why "he carries within him a fragment of the living divinity." 
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[http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-v-QETW-mhrs/UwSNvpDCPzl/AAAAAAAAHYM/1 u2gQvV1 5cE/s 1 600/Johann+Daniel+Mylius+- 
+Philosophia+reformata+-+ 1622+-+4+premierst+tembl%C3%A8mes. jpeg] 
Johann Daniel Mylius - Philosophia reformata - 1622 
The first 4 emblems 


Let's look at the images above: 

In the first drawing at the top left we see Mother Earth who, with her feet in the water, feeds a child with milk 
(mercurial milk) . This is the Philosophical Earth, that is to say the matter which nourishes the child of 
Philosophy . This one must grow but it already represents Sulphur . 

On each side of this Land of the Sages a cliff: on the left a dragon on fire, on the right a couple of birds. 


This image refers to the emblem II "The earth is its nurse" , taken from "L'Atalante Fugitive" by Michael Majer 
(See the article Lumen Naturae [http://aqua-permanens.blogspot.fr/201 1/11/lumen-naturae.html] ) 


On the drawing at the top right are represented the four elements at the feet of four "female goddesses". From 
left to right: Earth, Water, Air and Fire (the four triangles) These four women or Caryatids somehow illustrate 
four living matras. On their heads are illustrated the four phases of the Alchemical Opus with from left to right: 
The shadow, "The other", the Phoenix and the Lion . These symbols represent four essential operations of 
the opus : solution, ablution, conjunction and fixation. It is in a way the four stages of the work: Black, White, 
Yellow, and Red. 
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Moon presents four animals from the alchemical bestiary. The Sun presents the Raven and the King while the 
Moon presents the Swan and the Peacock . 

These are the four phases of the Opus: The Raven( Nigredo ), the Peacock( Queue du Paon ), the Swan( 
Albedo ), and the Red King( Rubedo ). This last phase evokes, or "perfect redness" evokes the definitive Fixity 
of the Volatile. At the stage of Peacock, all the colors are presented but contained in the only white which clearly 
evokes to him the spiritualization of the "body". The Sun/Moon couple which illustrates a form of duality is 
seated on a sphere which contains a serpent with three heads. 


This central three-headed Serpent evokes that the Great Work unfolds with three components: Sulphur , 
Salt and Mercury . These three substances which symbolize the triple nature of the Stone are to be related in 
the language of modern psychology with the Sou/ , the Body and the Spirit . 


For more detail on the Raven read the article: The Raven [hitp://aqua-permanens.blogspot.fr/2012/05/le-corbeau.html] 

For more detail on the Peacock read the article: The Peacock [http://aqua-permanens.blogspot.fr/2013/06/le-paon.html] 
Finally, on the drawing at the bottom right we see a soldier armed with a bow who is getting ready shoot an 
arrow at the Dragon in the center. This armed man is a knight who can be compared to Mars or Apollo . The 
Igneous Dragon hides underground in a cave above which a lion watches. He is the subject of the wise. For 
Mylius this dragon represents the part of Sulfur which must be released from the bowels of the earth and then 
be fixed. The arrow of the arc represents the Secret Fire which is quite comparable to the 


Promethean fire, that is to say an interior fire which acts. The Lion represents the alchemical gold but also the 
capacity of fixation, that is to say of integration of the volatile . 


Zosimus the Panapolitan writes: 

"When the man of light dwelt in paradise, subject to the inspiration of destiny, they (the elements) persuaded him, he who was 
completely without malice and without activity, to put on the Adam who was with him , he who (was subject to) destiny, he 
who (responds) to the four elements. He, because of his innocence, did not refuse. But they boasted that they had enslaved (in 
him) the outer man ( of what he was enslaved to) 

This is why Hesiod names the outer man the link with which Zeus tied Prometheus. Then, after this link, he sends him another: 
Pandora, whom the Hebrews call Eve. Now, Prometheus and Epimetheus are one and the same man, in allegorical language; it 
is the soul and the body. Now he sometimes bears the image of the soul, sometimes that of the spirit, sometimes also that of the 
flesh because of the disobedience of Epimetheus committed with regard to Prometheus, his own spirit. 

Because our spirit affirms: "The son of God, who wants everything and who becomes everything, when he wants, appears as 
he wants to each one; Jesus Christ was added to Adam and brought him back to the top, where the men of light previously 
lived." 

("Collection of ancient Greek alchemists" by Pierre Eugéne Marcellin Berthelot - Chap III-XLVII - "From the same 
Zosimus on appliances and stoves") 
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[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-PxckpFAKOHQ/Uv_foxceCEl/AAAAAAAAHWY/sLXQ6MABHOM/s1600/Ripley.jog] 
George Ripley 


Let's look at the image above: 

We see here a representation of the three manifestations of the Anthropos during its transmutation: The body 
, the soul and the spirit (Corpus, anima and spiritus) The Greek anthropos is the man, the human being in its 
totality. 

At the bottom of the image a toad is eaten by a dragon . These are two symbols of the raw material. The toad 
represents the materia prima in its most vile form which is devoured here, that is to say assimilated by the 
dragon. The bottom of this image is therefore a representation of the previous stages at the appearance of the 
Anthropos. 


Carl Gustav Jung writes: 

"Prometheus and Epimetheus represent the inner man and the outer man, like Christ and Adam. The faculty of 
‘becoming all' which is attributed to the son of God is not only a property of the pneuma , but also of the 
alchemical Mercurius whose unlimited ability to transform is praised , which accords with the versatility of the 
astrological mercury. It is the materia lapidis of transformation par excellence. Mercury is also attributed the 
faculty of penetration. It penetrates the body like poison." 
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("Psychology and Alchemy" by Carl Gustav Jung - page 473) 


[http://1 .bp.blogspot.com/-fyiy_uAPdtA/Uv_ZXkRkQUI/AAAAAAAAHWE/1 JW2QMEsf10/s1600/Speculum+veritatis+- 
+Le+Mercure+p%C3%A9n%C3%A9trant+-+XVIIHC2%B0+si%C3%A8cle.jpeg] 
Speculum veritatis - Penetrating Mercury - 17th century 


Let's look at the image above: 

On the left Mercury , who we recognize with his winged helmet and his caduceus in his hand, kills the King with 
a stroke of his sword. The King represents the Fixed . The sword symbolizes the secret Fire . The King is 
killed, that is to say, he is made volatile. 

On the right Cadmus , founder of the city of Thebes, pierces the Serpent . The Serpent represents the Volatile 
. The sword symbolizes the secret Fire. The serpent is killed, that is to say made fixed. 

There is here a true transformation in power which takes place. Notice in the branches of the tree a bird that has 
made its nest. We will see that like the Phoenix , he is ready to die in order to be able to be reborn from these 
ashes . 

Mercury is penetrating. 
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[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/- 
sHg1NJvuS2c/Uv_xcmrKHIl/AAAAAAAAHWk/RaJjJRIGGMEw/s1 600/La+chute+d%27Adam.jpeg] 
"The fall of Adam" - Hieroglyphica Sacra 
Dionysius Andreas Freher - XVII° century 
( Theosophist, disciple of Jacob Boehme) 


Let's look at the image above: 

In the center is the representation of the initial shock , the flash of the illumination of the sa/nitric fire (see 
below quote on Jacob Boehme's vocabulary) 

Above below, two spheres represent a luminous zone of love (celestial) and a dark zone (chthonic world) . The 
central sphere represents the Spirit or the pivot that hinges between these two worlds. 

For Dionysius Andreas Freher it is since the universe split in two that the gates of paradise exist! But, it is only 
from the resurrection of Christ that paradise became accessible to all souls. According to this author, having 
said that, on leaving this world the souls do not have the same level of perfection. It's the way it was 
integratedthe celestial substantiality of Jesus Christ in this existence on earth which ultimately determines the 
destiny to which the soul reaches in the beyond. 


Alexandre Roob writes: 
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"He who crushes the serpent henceforth thrones in the hierarchical third, which, since the fall of Adam, had 
remained empty. He, who embodies the healing power of the serpent of Moses, who is this very power, the true 
tincture, he has broken the cunning of the serpent, and now the gates of Paradise have opened, and, according 
to their degree of perfection attained in this life, the souls who go there find more or fewer obstacles in their 
path. 

("Alchemy and Mysticism" by Alexandre Roob - page 153) 


Noah, the Polish Jew writes: 

"The glance of the first origin of fire is an explosion, a salnitric(Saturnian)where nature is divided into an infinity of parts, that 
is to say into a quantity of powers from which also came the angels and the spirits, as well as the colors, the virtues and the 
four elements at the beginning of time; for the temperament of fire and light is the holy element, that is to say the movement of 
light and unity; but from this spiritual principle (which is spiritual and not earthly) come the four elements, as well as from the 
impression of the innate mercury (the innate mercury is dry water), earth and stones come from; and of the fifth essence of 
innate mercury, fire and heaven, and of movement or effluvium, air, and of the breaking of desire by fire, water." 

("Key or explanation of the various main points and terms employed by Jacob Boehme in his works" - from Noé, 
Polish Jew (anonymous) - page 28) 
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[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-kxXUpvqvVhcA/Uv-t2- 
Ay_7\I/AAAAAAAAHVM/xniGKlesAv0/s 1 600/Prom%C3%A9th%C3%AVe+voletle+feut+-+Jan+Cossiers+-+ 1637+- 
+Mus%C3%A9e+du+Prado+-+Madrid.joeg] 
"Prometheus steals fire" - Jan Cossiers - 1637 
Prado Museum - Madrid 


The abduction of fire, whether according to the versions of the myth that of Zeus, Helios or Hephaestus, is 
symbolically something very strong. More than a natural element, fire is the manifestation of a knowledge that 
has long been perceived as divine. It is the symbol of the domestic hearth. To transmit fire is to transmit 
knowledge, a technique, a possible development. The control of fire supposes a mental structure and a psychic 
progress of the man more evolved than that of the animal. Prometheus therefore allows man to come out of his 
ignorance and rise above his primitive state. 


About the cult of Prometheus and Greek festivals, Michael Maier writes: 
"There was a custom in Athens according to which people came running to the city, in single file, carrying 
lighted torches. If they went out, they kept them extinguished, but the one whose torch went out, yielded the 
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victory Whoever made it to the milestone with their torch lit was the winner, if no one made it, victory was left 
in abeyance. 

Even if some have linked this institution to the course of human life (and we do not dispute this possibility), we 
will be forced to have a completely different feeling if we consider the reasons why at the Academy, 
Prometheus, Vulcan and Pallas had a common altar. 

For who is Vulcan? Is it not the fire, or the craftsman who takes care of the fire? Who is Prometheus? Isn't he 
represented as the inventor of modern medicine and other metallic arts? 

("The very secret mysteries" by Michaël Maier - page 279) 


We are touching here on one of the deepest origins of Alchemy . 


Los - The Book of Urizen - William Blake - 1794 


Let's look at the table above: 
Here is a visionary representation of the inner fire. 
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According to the mythology of William Blake, the Sun Lord Urizen and his twin brother Los enjoyed eternal 
youth. Urizen embodied confidence, wisdom, certainty and law. Los represents the imaginative part of creation. 


But since Urizen has detached himself from eternity, he represents more destructive doubt and calculating 
reason. He dragged Los into a void and into a finite time. Los must now on the one hand give shape and 
contour to the void, and on the other watch his brother vigilantly. 


Los therefore represents the inner fire which transmutes at the heart of nature, matter and human genius. It 
symbolizes our "inner Vulcan", or according to an expression of Paracelsus "the inventor and craftsman of all 
things", the center, or if I may say "the heart of the Universe". 


To some extent we can parallel Los and Urizen with Prometheus and Epimetheus. 


Prometheus nicknamed "the provident" and Epimetheus nicknamed "the one who thinks after the fact" are twin 
brothers and illustrate the two psychological polarities: introversion and extroversion . 

In the same way Los represents the introverted pole and his brother Urizen the extroverted pole of the same 
totality. 

Prometheus acts from within, transmits the flame which allows development, creativity to man. Epimetheus 
reacts to an external influence embodied in the myth by Pandora and does not measure the consequences. 


aqua-permanens.blogspot.com/2013/12/promethee.html 14/27 


4/13/23, 12:04 AM Prométhée | Aqua Permanens 


"Pandora" - Alexandre Cabanel - 1873 - Baltimore Museum of Art 


We have seen that Zosimus the Panapolitan explicitly parallels the characters Pandora and Eve (Adam's wife). 
It is certain that these two myths took place more or less at the same period and correspond to each other. They 
attribute to two women the responsibility for all the evils of humanity. (Although it was not the human who 
created the serpent in the Garden of Eden). We could consider the fables of Pandora and Eve as deeply 
misogynistic. Is it the woman who is the original cause of all our ills? 

This is just nonsense and makes no sense. I believe that these myths should be observed with more hindsight 
and attention, and, I dare say, religion. 


The expulsion from the Garden of Eden, or the disaster of Pandora's box, occurred after the appearance of the 
tree of life or the transmission of the Promethean fire. That is to say that the process of psychic progress or of 
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the mastery of new techniques was accompanied by a displacement of an energy, or to put it briefly, by a 
projection. 


Didn't God bring the remedy before the problem? 


There is a form of regression necessary for progress. The projection has its usefulness so that from its 


withdrawal a gain of energy is found or simply gathered and acquired? Such seems to be the guarantee of the 
widening of the fields of our consciousness. 


"Pandora's box" - Paul Césaire Gariot - 1877 
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"Vulcan presents Pandora to the Gods" - Johann Heiss - 1660/1704 
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[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/- 
tS-XSk6nuul/UWwMVgTVIUal/AAAAAAAAHXK/UACTCGDIOnE/s1600/Athena+et+Hephaistos+admirant+Pandore.jpg] 
Athena and Hephaistos admiring Pandora 


Let's go back to what Prometheus and his torture represent from an alchemical point of view. 
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"Prometheus chained by Vulcan" - Dirk van Baburen - 1623 - Amsterdam 
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[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-8DS7 Nz8lb38w/UwMWOsBrSFI/AAAAAAAAHXw/qwSdEAf8cUU/s1 600/La+punition+d%2527Atlas+et+de+P 
rom%25C3%25A9th%25C3%25A9e+-+Peinture+sur+vase+-+5650+avant+JC+- 
+Mus%25C3%25A9e+de+lat+Cit%25C38%25A9+du+Vatican.joeg] 
"The punishment of Atlas and Prometheus" - Vase painting - 550 BC 
Vatican City Museum 


Joseph Don Pernety writes: 

"Prometheus or the Philosophical fire is that which operates all the variations of colors that matter takes 
successively in the vase. Saturn is the first or the black color; Jupiter is the gray which succeeds it. It is So by 
the advice and help of Prometheus, let Jupiter dethrone his father; but this Titan steals fire from Heaven, and is 
punished for it. This stolen fire is that which is innate in matter. It has been impregnated with it as if by 
attraction. ; it was infused to him by the Sun and the Moon his father and mother, according to the expression 
of Hermes (Cf the "Emerald Table"); this is what gave it the name of celestial fire. Prometheus is then attached 
to a rock: isn't it like saying that this fire concentrates, and attaches itself to matter which begins to coagulate 
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into stone after the gray color, and that is done by the operation of the mercury of the Philosophers? Could the 
volatile part which acts unceasingly on the igneous and fixed fatherland, so to speak, be better designated than 
by an Eagle, or a Vulture, and this concentrated fire, than by the liver? These birds are carnivorous and 
voracious, the liver is, so to speak, the seat of natural fire in animals. The volatile therefore acts until the Artist, 
of whom Hercules is the symbol, has killed this Eagle, that is to say, fixed the volatile. 


These succeeding colors are the Gods and the Metals of the Philosophers, who gave them the names of the 
Seven Planets. The first among the main ones is the black one, the lead of the Sages, or Saturn. The gray one 
that comes after is assigned to Jupiter, and bears his name. The color of the Peacock's tail to Mercury, white to 
the Moon, yellow to Venus, reddish to Mars, and purple to the Sun; they even called reign the time each color 
lasts. Such are the Philosophical metals, and not the vulgar ones, to which the Chemists have given the same 
names. Let's reflect on this. A compound of two things, one watery and volatile, the other terrestrial and fixed, 
being put in a vase, if fermentation and dissolution take place there will appear colors or which will follow one 
another, or which will manifest mixed like those of the Peacock tail or the Rainbow. I imagine that a man of wit, 
of genius, of a fertile imagination, would take it into his head to personify the matter of the compound and the 
colors that occur in it, that being then perfectly aware, by his observations, of the combats which are given 
between the fixed and this volatile, and of the different changes, or the variations of colors which they produce, 
it takes him to manufacture a fable, an allegorical fiction, a novel, which he will fill with actions of feigned 
persons, whom his imagination will furnish him with; will it be difficult for him to make this fiction look like a 
believable story? Since according to Horace's testimony: takes it into his head to personify the matter of the 
compound and the colors that occur there, that being then perfectly aware, by his observations, of the battles 
that take place between the fixed and this volatile, and of the different changes, or variations of colors they 
produce, he feels like making a fable out of them, an allegorical fiction, a novel, which he will fill with the actions 
of feigned people, which his imagination will furnish him with; will it be difficult for him to make this fiction look 
like a believable story? Since according to Horace's testimony: takes it into his head to personify the matter of 
the compound and the colors that occur there, that being then perfectly aware, by his observations, of the 
battles that take place between the fixed and this volatile, and of the different changes, or variations of colors 
they produce, he feels like making a fable out of them, an allegorical fiction, a novel, which he will fill with the 
actions of feigned people, which his imagination will furnish him with; will it be difficult for him to make this 
fiction look like a believable story? Since according to Horace's testimony: he feels like making a fable out of it, 
an allegorical fiction, a novel, which he will fill with the actions of feigned people, which his imagination will 
furnish him with; will it be difficult for him to make this fiction look like a believable story? Since according to 
Horace's testimony: he feels like making a fable out of it, an allegorical fiction, a novel, which he will fill with the 
actions of feigned people, which his imagination will furnish him with; will it be difficult for him to make this 
fiction look like a believable story? Since according to Horace's testimony: 


What was Prometheus? Isn't he represented as the inventor of several arts that were burned? According to what 
Aeschylus says in these terms, which he attributes to Prometheus: “What shall I say? How many ignored 
conveniences have I not taught men? What found before me iron, silver, gold, copper & the way to work them? 
No one will flatter themselves if they don't want to lie. Prometheus is the inventor of the Arts. It was he who 
stole a spark of celestial fire, to communicate it to men. It was he who showed Hercules the path he had to take 
to reach the garden of the Hesperides. Orpheus speaks of him as if he had been Rhea's husband. Aeschylus says 
he is the inventor of Medicine, which cures all diseases." 
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(" Egyptian and Greek Fables Unveiled"Don Pernety - Book II - Chapter 2 ) 


[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-PA1GRwG9QJU/Uws- 
EeLYXWI/AAAAAAAAHYk/JMx1 GOb2v7 Q/s1 600/Prometh%C3%A9e+-+Gustave+Moreau+-+1 868.jpg] 
"Prometheus" - Gustave Moreau - 1868 
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"Chained Prometheus" - Rubens - 1611/1612 


Claude Chevalier (who plagiarizes Joseph Pernety) writes: 

"Prometheus, to whom Jupiter had first sent Pandora, mistrusted the trap that was set for him, and did not want 
to receive her for his companion; this is why Jupiter sent Mercury to tie Prometheus on Mount Caucasus, where 
a vulture was to gnaw his liver perpetually; and for this purpose he gave to this liver the property of 
regenerating itself as the vulture devoured it. Hercules, who had been intimately linked with Prometheus, 
resolved to go to the aid of his friend and to deliver him from this cruel torment, and for this effect he shot an 
arrow so adroitly against the vulture that he killed it, and immediately untied his friend. to imitate the fine 
example of Hercules by killing the vultures which devour their friends when they are unhappy. 

The Hermetic Philosophers find in this fable (The myth of Prometheus) a symbol of their work, and say that 
Prometheus represents their Sulfur animated by a celestial fire, since he himself is a miner of this fire: according 
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to the testimony of D'Espagnet, the Sun is his father, and the Moon his mother. 

It is in this volatilization with mercury that it flies up to the heaven of the Philosophers, where they unite 
together and carry this fire from heaven to earth, that is to say, that they impregnate the earth which is at the 
bottom of the vase by cooperating with it. Fixing himself with her Prometheus finds himself tied by Mercury to 
the rock; and the volatile parts which ceaselessly act on this earth are the vulture or the eagle, which tear his 
liver. Hercules, i.e. the Artist, delivers him from this torment, by killing the eagle, i.e. by fixing these volatile 
parts." 

("Philosophical Discourses on the Three Principles" by Claude Chevalier - 1784 - page 38) 


"Heracles kills the eagle of Prometheus" - Johann Heinrich Fussli - 1781/1785 


Joseph Don Pernety écrit : 

and how to kill her? with arrows. We will see in the following Book of what nature were these arrows of 
Hercules. It is said that this eagle devoured his liver incessantly, and that he was reborn as many as he 
devoured, because if the elixir is not made, the stone, once fixed, would remain eternally at the bottom of the 
vase at the medium of mercury, without being dissolved by it, although this mercury is of an activity, and one 


aqua-permanens.blogspot.com/2013/12/promethee.html 24/27 


4/13/23, 12:04 AM Prométhée | Aqua Permanens 

can say of such an extreme voracity, that the Philosophers have taken for its hieroglyph, and have given it the 
names of dragon, wolf, dog and other voracious beasts. 

This idea also came from the ambiguity of the two Greek words " eagle", and " insatiable”. It has been supposed 
that Prometheus had been tied to a rock of Mount Caucasus, because the rock indicates the philosophical stone, 
and the name of Caucasus its quality, and the esteem that one should have of it; since Caucasus comes from 
Kaucammom , to glory, to rejoice, as if one were saying that he was attached to the mount of glory and 
pleasure. It is for the same reason that the Philosophers gave it the name of honored stone, glorified stone, 


etc. 
(" The Egyptian and Greek Fables Unveiled" by Joseph Don Pernety - Book 5 chapter 17 ) 


For more details on the symbolic of the mountain, read the 


"Pandora" - John William Waterhouse - 1896 


aqua-permanens.blogspot.com/2013/12/promethee.html 25/27 


4/13/23, 12:04 AM Prométhée | Aqua Permanens 


"Prometheus and Jupiter" 


Thanks for reading. 
Good Magisterium! 


Posted 20th December 2013 ago by L'alchimiste 


Co) add a comment 
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Pour laisser un commentaire, cliquez sur le bouton ci-dessous afin de vous connecter avec Blogger. 
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